
Home hail protection advice: 
Good/Better/Best: Retrofit

Essential measures (good)

	 Install roof cover that is designed for resilience to impact from large objects.

	 Use siding like wood, engineered wood, brick, stone, stucco, or board and batten. 

	 Replace acrylic skylights with other materials, such as multi-pane glass. 

	 Ensure that solar panels comply with minimum hail testing guidelines outlined in relevant standards.

	 Move vehicle(s) in or under shelter when a storm approaches or is forecast.

Enhanced measures (better)

	 Install a secondary water barrier on the entire roof deck or tape all sheathing joints and penetrations with flashing tape.

	 Request asphalt roofing products that are rated as having Excellent or Good impact resistance by the Insurance 	
Institute for Business and Home Safety (IBHS).

	 Opt for aluminum (not vinyl) gutters and downspouts and metal gutter guards on your eavestroughs. 

	 Install solar panels that have been tested for heavy hail events. 

	 Install or replace acrylic or glass skylights with polycarbonate skylights or skylights with an exterior pane of 	
tempered glass.

Comprehensive measures (best)

	 Install high-end highly hail resistant roofing products like recycled rubber, slate or concrete tile. 

	 Use impact resistant roof vents.

	 Ask your window installer about high wind, missile resistant windows. 

	 Install heavy, rolled-steel gutters and metal gutter guards.

Disclaimer

The information noted in this document is meant to be a set of general guidelines to help increase the resilience of new construction/renovation projects, and is provided for 

general educational, awareness and/or research purposes only. This information does not replace comprehensive professional advice, or adherence to applicable law and safety 

requirements.

The author, which is the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR), does not make any guarantees, representations, warranties, or conditions, whether express or 

implied, written or oral, including without limitation, regarding fitness for a particular purpose, accuracy, quality, reliability, non-infringement, or compliance with applicable 

laws. Your use of this information is at your own risk, and this document has been made available on an “as is” and “as available” basis. In accessing or using this 

information, you hereby covenant not to sue the authors, and agree to release, waive, and discharge the authors from all liability, claims, demands, losses or damages caused, 

or alleged to be caused, by the access or use of this information.


