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Province is working at 
completing floodplain 
mapping for the  
remaining 21 
municipalities

Municipalities must update 
floodplain maps every 5 
years

Updating does not often 
happen due to financial and 
personnel constraints

Online digital map of 
floodplains across the 
province

Municipalities are 
responsible for floodplain 
mapping

Alberta

Ten-year, $100 million 
British Columbia Flood 
Mitigation Program

$49 million to improve 
B.C.’s ability to adapt 
to climate change

No clear timeframe for map 
updates as municipalities 
struggle with the downloaded 
responsibility for flood 
mapping

Flood models and maps are 
updated following 
unpredicted events and flood 
threats

Large online database 
of scanned hand drawn 
maps from the FDRP 
program

Online digital map of 
floodplains across the 
province

Online database of new 
floodplain maps for the 
Lower Fraser Valley

The Province has largely 
led and funded mapping, 
but downloaded that 
responsibility to 
municipalities in 2004

Municipalities and NGOs 
are partnering with the 
Province to develop 
floodplain maps

BC

Action TakenUpdating Procedure
Type of Map and 

Accessibility
Responsibility for Flood 

Hazard Mapping
Province
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Recent investment by 
provincial government 
in (near) real-time 
monitoring of flow 
rates and levels of 
several waterways and 
making this 
information available 
to the pubic online.

Over 250  
communities mapped
during FDRP.

Municipal 
responsibility to 
maintain and update 
floodplain mapping.

Flood maps and 
near real-time 
monitoring tables 
(updated every 15 
minutes) are available 
online.

Provincial government 
provides support to 
municipalities in 
defining flood-risk 
areas and controlling 
floods.

Quebec

MNR provides 
(limited) funding to 
CA’s for floodplain 
mapping studies.

Over 270 communities 
mapped as part of 
FDRP.

Municipalities/ CA’s 
often require 
landowners to update 
or extend floodplain 
maps as part of 
approvals process for 
land development.

Paper maps are of 
“good quality” but 
have not been 
digitized.  

Maps are accessible to 
the public for a fee –
not available online.

Development and 
approval of floodplain 
mapping occurs at the 
local level.  

CA’s are responsible 
for managing the 
efforts of 
municipalities for 
floodplain mapping.

Ontario

Action TakenUpdating ProcedureType of Map and
Accessibility

Responsibility for 
Flood Hazard 

Mapping

Province
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